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THIS IS ΤΗΕ STORY OF A LITTLE GIRL WITH NO NAME. IT IS IT BEGAN WITH THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL EXPLO- 
THE STORY OF A MISFORTUNATE BIRTH RESULTING FROM A SION OF A HYDROGEN BOMB. THE ISLAND UPON 
WORLD-SHATTERING EXPERIMENT. IT BEGAN EARLY IN THE | [WHICH THE MONSTER HAD SAT WAS NO MORE. IT 
MORNING, ОМ NOVEMBER 1511952. IT BEGAN WITH A DEATHLY | | HAD GLOWED RED, THEN SUNK BELOW THE BOIL- 
SILENCE BROKEN ONLY BY THE FRIGHTENED BREATHING OF | | ING PACIFIC WATERS. ABOVE, A GIGANTIC CLOUD 
MANY MEN STANDING ON A DESTROYER DECK WITH THEIR OF ATOMIC DUST AND STEAM AND MOLTEN MAT- 
FACES TURNED AND HIDDEN IN THEIR ARMS, TO THEIR TER CLIMBED SEVEN MILES INTO THE DAWN 
BACKS, THIRTY MILES OF WATER SEPARATED THEM FROM A SKY.. 
SMALL TROPICAL ISLAND NEAR ENIWETOK WHERE A MAN- 
MADE MONSTER CROUCHED, THEN SUDDENLY LEAPED INTO 
THE SKY WITH A SAVAGE ROAR AND A BLINDING FLASH MORE 
BRILLIANT THAN ТЕМ SUNS, MORE DEVASTATING THAN ΤΕΝ 
ATOM BOMBS. ў: 
4 






































О NE MONTH LATER, ΑΝ EYEWITNESS TO ΤΗΕ 
MONSTER'S UNLEASHING RETURNED HOME. HE 
WAS A SAILOR. HE'D BEEN ON THAT DESTROYER, 
HE'D FELT THE WAVE OF HEAT, HE'D HEARD THE 
DISTANT THUNDER, AND HE'D WATCHED THE RIS- 
ING CLOUD OF DESTRUCTION. 


EDDIE? EDDIE, 
DARLING? 









THEN, WITHIN A YEAR, EDDIE SIMPSON, THAT SAILOR, WAS 





TO BE A FATHER. HE AND GWENNY HAD SAVED AND 
PLANNED AND DREAMED UNTIL THE FATEFUL DAY 
ARRIVED AND HE'D RUSHED HIS WRITHING WIFE TO THE 
HOSPITAL. NOW HE WAS IN THE WAITING ROOM, CHAIN- 
SMOKING CIGARETTES, PACING THE FLOOR NERVOUSLY, 
LOOKING UP HOPEFULLY EACH TIME THE DOOR OPENED 
AND А CRISP WHITE-UNIFORMED NURSE HURRIED OUT... 


К SOON нон, 
MR. SIMPSONI 
SOON NOWI 


SUDDENLY THE WAITING ROOM WAS 
CHILLY... AND BEYOND, FOR EDDIE, 
WAS NO DELIVERY ROOM. BEYOND 
WAS A MORGUE, WITH WHITE SLABS 
AND WHITE-SHEETED BODIES AND... 
GWENNY'S ALL 
RIGHT, EDDY f 
BELIEVE МЕ. 
SHE'S Ε/ΛΕ. SHE'S) 
RESTING NOW. 





WERE 7/МУ BODI 


WAS AFRA/D ΟΕ THIS, AND TOWARDS THE 
END OF HER PREGNANCY I KNEW. 

THE HEARTBEAT WAS DIFFERENT..THE 
FLUOROSCOPES, UNRECOGNIZABLE. 
EDDIE...YOUR WIFE HAS GIVEN BIRTH TO 


Мом THE SLABS WERE SWALL 
SLABS AND THE SHEETED BODIES 


THE BABY? ) THEBABY 15 


THE CLOCK HANDS CREPT SLOWLY, PAINFULLY, AROUND 
THE WHITE FACE. THE ASH TRAYS WERE FILLED AND 
EMPTIED. TWICE THE CIGARETTE MACHINE COUGHED, 
EJECTING NICE NEW PACKS THAT WERE QUICKLY 
STRIPPED OF THEIR CONTENTS. THEN... IN ΤΗΕ 
FOURTH HOUR... THE DOOR OPENED.. 
[7 DR. SIMMS! нож /S SIT DOWN, EDDIE! 
SHE? WHAT'S WAONG 9 X WANT TO TALK 
YOUR FACE. то γου... 






AND NOW THE SLABS WERE GONE AND 
EDDIE SAW WHEEL-CHAIRS AND 
BRACES AND CRUTCHES... 


WHAT ABOUT J 1Т'5 д 6/41, EDDIE 
THE BABY, „WELL... IT'S. 
DOCTOR? IT'S...EDDIE, HAVE 
WHAT'S YOU EVER HEARD 
WRONG OF ATOMIC 
WITH HIM? MUTATION.-? 





ES. 


YOUR WIFE IS MOT THE FIRST 


EDDIE. THERE HAVE BEEN OTHERS... 

OTHER WIVES OF MEN WHO WERE 

CLOSE TO THE HYDROGEN BOMB'S 

RADIATIONS... WHO HAVE GIVEN BIRTH 

TO АТОМ/С MUTATIONS. WE HAVE 

TRIED TO KEEP THESE MISFORTUNATE 
BIRTHS A SECRET. 


R 


SOME ОЕ THESE MUTANTS ARE YOU MEAN...) SHE'D WEVER G/VE γανυ THE IT WOULD BE BETTER 
JUST SL/GHTLY MALFORMED. τε 7 | CHILD..SHE'S | THIS WAY,EDDIE, βΕΖ/ΕΨΕῚ 
SOME ARE MISSHAPEN BEYOND f ΜΕ΄ BETTER FOR YOU AND 
DESCRIPTION. YOUR DAUGHTER YOUR WIFE” PLEASE 
BELONGS TO ΤΗΕ /477£7 GROUP. NO MATTER WHAT THE T TAKE MY ADVICE. І ΔΕΘ 
MY ADVICE, FOR THE SAKE OF CHILD LOOKS LIKE, YOUR 
YOUR WIFE'S MENTAL HEALTH, = WIFE WILL WANT ιτ. 
15 THAT YOU G/VE UP THE CHILD... Ἡ 
PLACE IT IN A PROPER INSTITU- 
TION... АМО TELL HER THE BABY, 

WAS BORN DEAD! 













EDDIE SIMPSON SAT DOWN, SHIVERING IN THE NON- 
EXISTENT CHILL OF THE WAITING ROOM. HIS EYES 
FILLED WITH TEARS. HE NODDED SADLY... 
ALL RIGHT, DR. SIMMS? IF OF COURSE, EDDIE. IT'S 
YOU SAY SO. WILL WE... | JUST THAT 7#/S CON- 
EVER ВЕ ABLE TO HAVE | CEPTION WAS so CLOSE 
CHILDREN, DOC... MORMAL/ TO YOUR ACTUAL EXPOS- 
CHILDREN ? URE TO RADIATIONS. 


THIS WILL BE OUR SECRET, YES, DOC. ГЦ. 
THEN, EDDIE. YOURS AND REMEMBER. 
MINE. REMEMBER... ΤΗΕ 

BABY DIED! 





Ано sO, EDDIE SIMPSON GAVE UP HIS MUTANT DAUGHTER.. MISS FERBY PEERED DOWN AT THE BASKET WITH THE 
TURNED HER OVER TO DR. SIMMS WHO TOOK HER TO A BUNDLE OF SOFT PINK BLANKETS. SLOWLY, SHE 
REMOTE ORPHAN HOME. UNCOVERED THE BABY'S FACE... 


АМО THAT'S THE STORY, MISS Y OF COURSE, DOCTOR Ч WELL, NOW? LET'S SEE WHAT 《SHE'S WOF VERY 
FERBY. THERE'S NO TELLING ОИ < JUST AS LONG AS ALL THE FUSS 15 ABOU.CHOKE. / PRETTY, 15 
LONG THE CHILD WILL ἑ/ψΕ. SHE | WE RECEIVE THE боор LORD! 

MAY DIE ΙΝ А YEAR... 
FOR S/XTY. IN ΑΛ CASE, YOU 
Биг KEEP HER HERE. TAKE 


PEOPLE FORGET PAIN. THEY DRIVE IT DOWN INTO THE Вит IN THE REMOTE ORPHAN ASYLUM WHERE SHE'D 
DARK RECESSES OF THEIR MINOS AND COVER IT OVER BEEN BROUGHT, THE MUTANT CHILO WAS A REALITY.. . 













WITH THE HAZY COBWEBS OF TIME. FOR TIME HIDES A REALITY OF LOATHING AND UGLINESS... 
EVERYTHING EVENTUALLY. .. EVEN SADNESS... THE T CANIT STAND Taking “YOU MUST STEEL 
SADNESS OF DEATH. IN THE YEARS THAT FOLLOWED, CARE OF HER, MISS FERBY. T _) YOURSELF, ΜΟΝΑ. 
EDDIE AND GWENN SIMPSON DROVE THE PAIN OF DEATH CAN'T STAND BEING W/TH HER r WOW How 


AWAY WITH THE JOY OF ANOTHER CHILD, AND THE ONE SHE'S д MONSTER.. А MONSTER ) DIFFICULT ιτ 
THAT 'DIED' WAS FORGOTTEN... IN LOOKS. .. A MONSTER IN IS FOR YOU. 
w ОН, EDDIE! I'M SO BEHAVIOR. YOUR MONTH 
š НАРРҮ! WILL BE WP SOON, 
AND THEN ONE OF 
τηε OTHER 
MATRONS WILL 
TAKE YOUR PLACE、 


ЁР. 


















ARE THE Ο7ΗΕΑδ LIKE Y WHAT 《SHES А LITTLE DIDN'T You 

HER,MISS FERBY... THE HASSHE )7Η/ΕΕ. SHE STEALS \ МАКЕ HER 

OTHER MUTANTS IN DONE & THINGS. 

HOMES THROUGHOUT NOW, N ONE OF THE OTHER LEGS OFF. 

THE COUNTRY? ARE MONA? / GIRLS’ DOLLS. 6 DESTROYED 

THEY ALL AS MALICIOUS 74 A IN HER ROOM 
AND /NTOLERABLE? ποια FOR А WEEK! 











SHE'S ALWAYS BEING PUNISHED. X YES! т KNOW! т..1 KNOW IT'S CRUEL ОЕ ME, Τι UNDER- 

IT DOESN'T DO ANY 6600. WHEN- | WELL..WE'LL JUST \ MISS FERBY...BUT...WELL,I МАЛЕ (_STAND, ΜΟΝΑ. 
EVER SHE'S ALLOWED ТО W/NGLE JUST HAVE TO THE CHILD MYSELF. SHE'S 50. WE...wE ALL 
WITH THE OTHER CHILDREN, SHE BEAR DOWN ON so LOATHSOME... 50 FEEL THE SAME 
DOES SOMETHING V/G/OUS AND фуу HER A LITTLE DESPICABLE. way. 

HAS ТО BE PUNISHED AGAIN. MORE.. KEEP 

THE OTHER CHILDREN HATE HER. HER IN Д/МЕ, 












THE YEARS PASSED. THE MUTANT-CHILD, HIDDEN OH, I HADN'T I THINK IT WOULD BE UNFAIR ОЕ 

FROM THE WORLD IN THE TINY ORPHAN HOME, THOUGHT oF US TO EXPECT THE OTHER CHILDREN 
GREW...DEVELOPED. HER TENTH BIRTHDAY THAT! ARE @ το ATTEND. МОУ IN HER CASE, 
APPROACHED. - YOU PLANNING I THINK WE'LL S//P THE USUAL 

Т DONT KNOW WHAT'S СОМЕ | I'M AFRAID IT'S TO HAVE ONE PRACTICE. WE'LL JUST OVERLOOK. 
OVER THE LITTLE BEAST, / HER COMING BIRTH- | FOR МЕР? WATENA 5 ПРАЛА 

MISS FERBY. SHE'S BEEN |/ DAK ΜΟΝΑ. SHE KNOWS д 

BEHAVING HERSELF. «άν THAT WE CELEBRATE 

EACH CHILD'S TENTH 
BIRTHDAY WITH A LITTLE 


MISS FERBY HURRIED TO THE DOOR AsovE,THERE WAS A SHRIEK AND A 
AND FLUNG ΙΤ ОРЕМ, AT THE END OF SPLINTERING CRASH IN THE MUTANT- 
THE HALL, DRAGGING FOOTSTEPS DIS- CHILD'S ROOM... : 
APPEARED INTO THE SHADO) 


DO YOU THINK.? ` DO YOU THINK SHE ү гм CERTAIN 
WHY THE//6ZY | HEARD...I MEAN, |OF T. YoU'D 
LITTLE SNEAK... | ABOUT THE PARTY?) BETTER FIND 
HER, BEFORE 
SHE STARTS 






UPSTAIRS, MONA BURST INTO THE MUTANT-CHILD'S DOWNSTAIRS, IN HER OFFICE, MISS FERBY WINCED AS- 
ROOM. THE BARE FLOOR WAS COVERED WITH A MILLION — THE CRYOF PAIN ECHOED THROUGH THE ORPHANAGE. 
GLITTERING SILVERY GLASS FRAGMENTS, AND THE BUREAU THEN SHE CROSSED THE ROOM AND PICKED UP THE 
MIRROR-FRAME GAPE D, YAWNING, WITH ONLY JAGGED TELEPHONE... 

REFLECTING PIECES STILL CLINGING TO IT. MONA р 7 ? 

TURNED TO THE HORRIBLE THING COWERING IN THE ρα ο шорта тие 
CORNER: IS MISS FERBY AT THE ORPHANAGE, 
DOCTOR SIMMS. CAN YOU COME 207 
HERE? I WANT ТО ΖΑ͂ΖΑ΄ TO YOU! 
IT’S ABOUT THAT 64/40 THAT.. 

YOU KNOW.. . YES.. THANK YOU. 


МОЮ YOU'VE DONE IT You Ἷ 
LITTLE MONSTER! NOW 








Doctor: 5ΙΜΜΘ᾽5 ΓΑΟΕ HAD TAKEN 
ON NEW LINES AND WRINKLES IN THE 
TEN YEARS SINCE HE'D FIRST 
BROUGHT THE MUTANT-GIRL TO THE 
ORPHANAGE. HIS HAIR HAD GREYED 
AND HIS EYES HAD WEAKENED SO 
THAT NOW THICK-LENSED GLASSES 
PERCHED BEFORE THEN . 


SHE'S SAD/ST/C AND NI SAIDI 


IF TD ЖОНУ SHE 


ID WEVER KAVE 


CAN'T DO ANYTHI 


SAID SHE WOULDN'T 
LIVE. You PROMISED. 


TWENTY MINUTES LATER, THE DOCTOR CLOSED THE 
DOOR OF THE MUTANT-CHILD'S ROOM BEHIND HIM AND 
STOOD IN ΤΗΕ HALL SHAKING HIS HEAD... 


WELL, DOCTOR Y/NCREDIBLE! SIMPLY INCREDIBLE! 
SIMMS? SEE SHE'S LIKE A CREATURE FROM 
WHAT I MEAN? J ANOTHER WORLD ...SO /WDESCA/8- 
ABLY INHUMAN. AND YET, SHE'S 
INTELLIGENT. IN FACT SHE'S ABOVE 


AVERAGE IN INTELLIGENCE . SHE...SHE 
à SEENED PEACEFUL ENOUGH. 


DOCTOR SIMMS GLIDED DOWN THE HALL STAIRS AND OUT 
THE FRONT DOOR. MISS FERBY, STANDING AT THE TOP 
STEP, TURNED. SHE CAUGHT A SUDDEN MOVEMENT... А 
CLOSING ОҒ А DOOR.. 


ACCEPTED HER! 
DOCTOR, I SIMPLY 


WOULD £E LIKE THIS, 


CAN 00, 
MISS FERBY 
гц SPEAK 
TO HER IF 
YOU THINK 
IT жошо 


SOME АМО СОММ/ИМЕ. 
SHE 0£7£S7S ALL 
NORMALITY? τ WANT 
HER REMOVED FROM 
THE ORPHANAGE” 


NG 


THEY WALKED DOWN THE HALL. BEHIND THEM,THE DOOR 
TO THE MUTANT-GIRL'S ROOM OPENED SLIGHTLY. TWO 
EYES, LIKE BLAZING COMETS, LIKE MINIATURE EXPLO- 
SIONS OF THE BOMB THAT HAD CREATED HER, PEERED 
FROM THE DARKNESS. MISS FERBY LAUGHED... 


PEACEFUL ENOUGH! HAHI SHE'S 
DIABOLICALLY CLEVER. SHE'S A 
SCHEMER. SHE BEHAVED FOR YOU... 
BUT LET ME ASSURE YOU... SHE'S А 
MONSTER... THROUGH AND 
THROUGH! WE HATE HER 
HERE... 444 OF US... ΤΗΕ 
CHILDREN AND THE MATRONS 7 


YES. I SEE. 
WELL, 
ATTEMPT TO 
RELOCATE HER, 
MISS FERBY f 
GooD-DAYY 


THAT NIGHT, ΜΟΝΑ TOSSED AND TURNED SLEEPLESSLY 
IN HER BEDROOM AT THE REAR OF THE ORPHANAGE. 
SUDDENLY, SOMETHING OUTSIDE HER WINDOW CAUGHT 
HER EYE...SOMETHING MOVING... OUT IN THE GARDEN... 


SOMEONE'S 007 THERE. 
a. IT'S... IT'S THAT ДИЛЕ 





Mona's VOICE WAS NERVOUS AS SHE REPORTED / WHATEVER FOR? IT'LL TELLYOU. YES. НЕ 2/0 SAY 
THE INCIDENT OF THE NIGHT BEFORE TO MISS SHE'S PROBABLY CONSPIRING SOME- / SHE SEEMED ABOVE 
ΕΕΒΒΥ.... 


THING. SOMETHING AWFUL. SHE'S AVERAGE IN INTEL- 
I SAWHER. THE MOONLIGHT A WOTE? \ PROBABLY GETTING IN TOUCH ΜΙΤΗΤΗΕΝ «/6ΕΜΟΕ. BUT STILI 
MADE EVERYTHING VERY CLEAR.| whatever | OTHERS LIKE HER. THE OTHER A TEN YEAR OLD... 
SHE was OUT THERE IN THE MUTANTS. T SEEITALL NOW. CONSPIRING. 
BACK GARDEN. SHE WAS PUT- SHE'S SUPERIOR TO US. EVEN 
TING A WOTE OF SOME KIND IN ОРОЛ ЗЛИМ SANATA AT 
A HOLLOW TREE. Ў 


SHE'S BEEN FOOLING υ5... THAT NIGHT, THREE FIGURES 
MASQUERADING I WE KNOW FIND IT. DURING 


CROUCHED IN THE SHADOWS OF 
HOW RUTHLESS SHE 15... THE NIGHT, ONE 


OF THEM MUST ORPHANAGE. THEY CROUCHED IN 


z PLEA y SILENCE AND WAITED... 
'HEY'VE BEEN WA/T/ING 2⁄4 SE, MISS 7 
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY., FERBY, CALL THE аяу SVENE 


ABOUT 7#/$ "yw SOMEONE'S 
POLICE. DO „/ /T AND WE'LL А 
SOMETHING.. HAVE THE МЕ CAST: ἃ KONN 








IT WAS THE TEN YEAR OLD MUTANT CHILD. SHE DRAGGED THE MUTANT-CHILD MOVED TOWARD THE GROVE OF 
HERSELF ACROSS THE GRASS-CARPET,STOPPING EVERY TREES AT THE FAR END OF THE ORPHANAGE GARDEN. 
SO OFTEN TO LOOK AROUND, SEARCHING INTO THE SHAD- SHE LOOKED AT THE NOTE, LOOKED AROUND HESITANTLY, 
OWS FOR PRYING EYES. SHE HELD A NOTE IN HER HAND, THEN PUSHED IT INTO A HOLLOW IN ONE OF THE OLD 
COLD WHITE IN THE MOON'S LIGHT... TREES.. 
THERE! SEE? 
IT'S HER ALL RIGHT! 





























ΤΗΕ THREE ADULTS, EXPLODING FROM THE THE MONSTER REACHED INTO THE HOLLOW TREE, PULLING 

ORPHANAGE BUILDING, MADE HER SPIN AROUND, OUT THE NOTE. THEY WERE ALMOST UPON HER NOW... 

WIDE-EYED AND FRIGHTENED. == DON'T LET HER ΠΝ ΟΖ ερ Y STOP HER? 
ALL RIGHT? ç DESTROY ιτί ч SHE'S RUNNING! 
WE'VE CAUGHT g 






ΤΗΕ MUTANT WAS RÜNNING..WILDLY SUDDENLY, THE NIGHT WAS RENT A SCALLOPED CURTAIN OF RED 
TRYING TO ESCAPE, SHE SCRAMBLED BY А BLOOD-CURDLING SCREAM, DESCENDED FROM THE IMPALED 
UP A TREE GROWING NEAR THE THE MUTANT-GIRL TUMBLED CREATURES BODY... RINGING DOWN 
SPIKED ORPHANAGE WALL FROM THE LIMB THAT OVERHUNG OVER THE CONCRETE THAT HAD 

7 ENCLOSED HER FOR TEN YEARS... 


THE WALL... 


SHE'LL GET 
OVER 
THE WALL... 





MONA ΑΝΟ DOCTOR SIMMS AND MISS FERBY STARED MISS FERBY KNELT AND PICKED UP THE FALLEN LEAF 
UPWARD IN HORROR. THE COLD WHITE SHEET OF PAPER WITH TREMBLING HAND. SHE HELD IT UP SO THE MOON- 
SLIPPED FROM HER HAND AS THE LAST SPARK OF LIFE LIGHT ILLUMINATED THE HEAVY SCRAWL. THE WORDS 
SLIPPED FROM HER BODY. IT FLUTTERED QUIETLY, LIKE WRITTEN THERE CHOKED IN HER THROAT 

A DEAD LEAF ON A GREY FALL DAY, TO THEIR FEET. THE W το WHOEVER FINDS THIS NOTE 

DOCTOR WHISPERED T LOVE VOU. 

SHE'S.. a r. 
DEAD! «ντ 





SHE OPENED THE DOOR TO HIS ВАР. HE WAS A 
HANDSOME MAN OF FIFTY STILL ABLE TO VISIT 
HANDSOME WOMEN OF THIRTY-THREE...FRESH, CON- 
VIVIAL, READY FOR THE WINE AND THE REST OF IT. 
6000 EVENING, MARTHA. WELL... 
ARE YOU JUST GOING Το S74W0 


їз THIS D/FFERENT FROM LAST WEEK, LAST 
MONTH, LAST YEAR? WHAT MAKES ME SUSPICIOUS? 
SOME ἐ/774Ε THING. SOMETHING I CAN'T EVEN 


ADAPTED FROM A STORY BY 


RAY BRADBURY 





1949, Ray Bradbury 


HE HELD HER AWAY AND SURVEYED LEONARD GLANCED DOWN. MARTHA | | SHE LAUGHED... 2 
HER CRITICALLY... WAS LOST IN THOUGHT... NO, DEAR. I'M HEH, HEH. WELL, 
NOT MUCH RESPONSE. | NOTHING, GOING TO #//7__ J PERHAPS THIS 


WILL MAKE YOU 
CHANGE YOUR 
ING WITH... OR Ë MIND... 
DRINKING WTH? 7 
WHO ARE YOU BEING 

LOVABLY POLITE. 


WHERE ARE YOU HELLO. WHATS| 
TONIGHT, LEONARD? 4 THAS? A HAM- 


а= 
НЕ DREW FORTH A PLUSH CASE, INSIDE WHICH AT THESE TIMES; SHE ALMOST FORGOT HER SUSPICIONS. SHE 
WAS A PEARL NECKLACE. HE SLIPPED IT AROUND | 440 EVERYTHING WITH НІМ, ΔΊΩΝ SHE? THERE WAS NO 
HER NECK... Φ/6Ν OF HIS LOSING /WTEREST. HE WAS JUST AS Α/ΜΟ AND 
NARD! 1т'5 GENTLE AND GENEROUS. YET, WHY DID SHE FEEL SO 
TRER To 人 ο LONELY WITH HIM ? PERHAPS IT HAD STARTED WITH THAT 
2 „ЖАК PICTURE IN THE PAPER TWO MONTHS AGO. A PICTURE OF Λ/Α 
AND Д//СЕ SUMMERS ІМ ΤΗΕ CLUB ON THE NIGHT OF APRIL 
SEVENTEENTH... 





LEONARD, YOU DIDN'T DIDN'T т, 
TELL ME YOU TOOK ALICE | MARTHA? WELL, 
SUMMERS ТО ΤΗΕ CLUB λ 
LAST ΜΟΝΤΗ ON ΤΗΕ 

SEVENTEENTH. 


BUT WASN'T THAT ONE OF I DON'T SEE HOW IT I'M SURE YOU WERE HERE ГМ SURE 1 WASN'T, 
THE NIGHTS YOU WERE COULD HAVE BEEN. I WITH ME APRIL SEVENTEENTH, / MY DEAR. I MIGHT 
HERE... WITH ME? WAS WITH ДД/СЕ. МЕ HAD HAVE BEEN HERE THE 
ΠΤ SUPPER AND PLAYED SYM- NIGHT BEFORE OR THE 
PHONIES UNTIL EARLY 3 NIGHT AFTER, NOW, 
COME ON... HOW ABOUT 
SOME W/NE?. 





IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE, OF COURSE. HE COULDN'T 


HAVE BEEN IN ΓΜΟ PLACES AT THE SAME TIME. 
AND YET... 


THEY KISSED. ZWERE IT WAS. THE DIFFERENCE. THE 
LITTLE CHANGE. THERE WAS A SUBTLE CHEMICAL DIFFER- 
ЕМСЕ TO HIS А/,5:5, IT WAS NO ΖΟΛΙΘΕΑ͂ THE KISS OF MA. 





NO, LEONARD. NO WINE YET. 4 


- £/SS ME. 


6000 {0Λ0..ΜΗΑΤ IF 

WHAT IF THIS IS REALLY HIM? 
WHAT IF ΤΜ JUST SOME WILD 
PARANOID SORT OF CREATURE, 
REALLY /ΛΙΦΑΛΙΕ АМО NOT AWARE 


πι 


LEONARD Hitt... 





THERE. AND NOW 
THE WINE... 


HE RETURNED WITH THE PLACE- 

MATS AND PICKED UP HIS DRINK. 

SHE RAISED HER GLASS IN TOAST. 

HE DRAINED HIS AT A GULP, AS 

ALWAYS. 

MY GOD, THAT'S | OH, I'M SORRY 

HORRIBLE YOU DON'T LIKE 

STUFF. WHERE'D] IT, DEAR. I HAVE 

YOU GET IT? Γ΄ ANOTHER BOTTLE 
IN THE REFRIGERATOR. 


W on, wiu νου σετ SOME PLAGE- 
ЙА MATS FROM THE KITCHEN TO 


[7 


SET THE DRINKS ОМ, DEAR? 


WHEN SHE BROUGHT THE NEW BOT- 
TLE IN,HE WAS STILL SITTING THERE, 
CLEVER AND ALIVE AND FRESH. SHE 
WAITED FOR HIM TO FALL SIDEWAYS 
AND STARE THE STARE OF THE DEAD... 


YOU...LOOK \ FEEL ΕΙΝΕ,ΤΟΟ. 
WONDERFUL. | YOURE... BEAU- 
TIFUL. І THINK І 


AN HOUR PASSED AND HE WAS STILL TELL- 
ING WITTY LITTLE STORIES AND HOLDING 
HER HAND AND KISSING HER GENTLY NOW 
AND AGAIN. HE WAS STILL ALIVE... 





YOU SEEM QU/ET TONIGHT, 
MARTHA. ANYTHING 


LOVE YOU MORE 
TONIGHT THAN 
à EVER. 


SHE'D SEEN THE MEWS /TEM LAST WEEK, THE ITEM THAT HAD ЗЕТ 
HER WORRYING AND PLANNING, THAT HAD EXPLAINED HER LONLI- 
NESS IN HIS PRESENCE. ABOUT 7HE MARJONETTES. MARION- 
ETTES, INCORPORATED. THERE WAS А RUMOR POLICE WERE 
INVESTIGATING... 





YOUR... MOUTHS IT 
TASTES FUNNY! 





L iFE-SIZE MARIONETTES, MECHANICAL, STRINGLESS, 
SECRETIVE, DUPLICATES OF REAL PEOPLE. ONE COULD 
BE MEASURED FOR A REPLICA OF ONE'S SELF. ONE 
COULD SEND THE REPLICA OUT TO WINE, TO DINE, TO 
ENTERTAIN ТНОЅЕ ΟΝΕ WAS WEARY OF... 





DOES IT? Гм SORRY., 
I'LL HAVE TO SEE 


IT'S ZASTED FUNNY FOR 
ы TIME. 


OF COURSE IT HAD NOT BEEN PROVEN THAT MAR- 
IONETTES EXISTED... JUST А SLY,TERRIFYING RUMOR. 
SHE FELT HER HEART BEATING QUICKLY AND SHE WAS 
COLD. IT WAS HIS MOUTH. AFTER ALL,NO MATTER 
HOW PERFECT CHEMISTS WERE, THEY COULDN'T REPRO- 
DUCE THE EXACT TASTE. TASTE WAS /NDI VIDUAL . 
THERE WAS WHERE THEY'D FALLEN DOWN. SHE 
REACHED AND DREW THE GUN FROM THE COUCH... 





WHERE WAVE 1 
BEEN, THEN? AND ги. ДЕГ 

YOURE IN HER 
APARTMENT 


RIGHT NOW. 





OF СОИРЅЕ/ I HAVE SO MANY SOG/AL OBLIGA- 
TIONS,AND THEN MY FIRST W/FE CAME BACK AS YOU 
KNOW AND DEMANDED MY J/WME AND I THOUGHT HOW 
FINE IT WOULD BE IF I HAD A REPLICA OF MYSELF 
MADE, AS 24/7 YOU MIGHT SAY, TO TURN MY WIFE OFF 
ΜΥ 74/1. HOW WICE, ЕН? BUT IT'S ALL FALSE / 

JUST ONE OF THOSE FANTASTIC 
RUMORS! τ ASSURE You! 

Now PUT DOWN THAT GUN 

AND COME HAVE ANOTHER 
61455 OF WINE! 


WHAT'S 7///S? оң MY GOD, ) I'VE CAUGHT ON TO 
YOU. YOU'VE BEEN 
LYING το ME. YOU " 
HAVEN'T BEEN HERE 
IN EIGHT WEEKS OR 


THAT POPPYCOCK? 
GOOD GOD, I AM 
ASHAMED OF You. 
IT'S VOT TRUE, І 
LOOKED /М70 IT! 


WAIT А MINUTE. YOU GAN'T 

TALK ME OUT OF 7///$, I GAVE 

YOU ENOUGH /20/50№ A WHILE 

AGO TO KILL 5/21 МЕМ. THAT 

PROVES SOMETHING, 
DOESN'T IT? 


IT PROVES, MY DEAR, 
THAT YOUR CHEMIST 
GAVE YOU THE WRONG 
BOTTLE. PUT DOWN 
THAT GUN AND BE 
НА! 











[MARTHA MOVED TOWARD THE PHONE. | ΤΗΕ PHONE RANG AND RANG AT HER MOUTH WAS THICK. SHE RAISED 
SHE PICKED UP THE RECEIVER AND THE OTHER END. FINALLY A VOICE | THE GUN. HE STOOD UP, SCREAMING... 


LAID IT ON THE TABLE, THEN BEGAN ANSWERED. MARTHA LISTENED FOR THAT WAS YOUR VOICE 
TO DIAL A NUMBER.. A MOMENT, THEN HUNG UP. БЫТИЕ ӨТНЕНТЕНР, 

І JUST WANT TO ВЕ / MARTHA, THERE! АВЕ Š F „ДГ YOU'RE WITH HER... 
CERTAIN, LEONARD. YOU SATISFIED 2 RIGHT NOW. 












I'M CALLING АДИСЕ 
SUMMERS’ APART- 





YOU'RE /ΝΘΑΛΙΕ MARTHA, DON'T, I'S A MISTAKE, HE FELL TO THE FLOOR. SHE CAME TO STAND OVER HIM, 
THAT WAS SOMEONE ELSE, YOU'RE SO OVERWROUGHT SHE WAS AFRAID AND SHE BEGAN TO CRY. SHE HAD 
Ὕ IMAGINED THAT А MARIONETTE WOULD ONLY STAND 
THERE AND LAUGH AT HER, ALIVE, IMMORTAL. SHE 

THOUGHT TO HERSELF... 


т WAS WRONG THIS /S LEONARD ] MARTHA, WHY DIDN'T 
HILL. AND I'VE W/LLED HIM... Y YOU LEAVE WELL 


IAM INSANE. ENOUGH ALONE? OH, 
ES MARTHA... 





















ONCE...TWICE..THREE ΤΙΜΕΣ... 






I'LL GALL А NO, МОГ YOU'VE 607 TO KNOW | THE GUN FELL FROM HER FINGERS.. 
SOMETIME. AND NOW THAT 
DOCTOR! / You've YE THIS ἴου τοο., | (σου πε ..ΖΥ/ΜΕ A YEAR! TWELVE MONTHS 
í Š 


І MAY AS WELL ADMIT IT. τ... YES, MARTHA, TWELVE 
HAVEN'T BEEN HERE WITH άν 













΄ 


он, YOU WONIT BELIEVE ME 

NOW, 4/14 YOU? WHAT'S 

CHANGED YOU IN ΤΕΝ 

SECONDS? DO YOU THINK 

гм LEONARD HILL WOW? 
FORGET IT! 


THEN THAT WAS YOU? 
AT ALICE SUMMERS" 
APARTMENT JUST 


YES, LEFT YOU. ГМ ΑΝ OLO MAN, MARTHA, OLD AND 
TIRED. THE RAT-RACE WAS TOO MUCH FOR ME. I 
THOUGHT I NEEDED А GHANGE 50 І WENT ON TO 
ALICE AND TIRED OF HER. AND WENT ΟΝ TO HELEN] 
KINGSLEY AND TIRED OF HER. AND ON TO ANN 
MONTGOMERY. AND THAT DIDN'T LAST. ОН, MARTHA. 
THERE ARE AT LEAST S/¥ DUPLICATES OF МЕ 


ME? но! т STARTED WITH ALICE 
А YEAR AGO, WHEN І F/RST 
Ç / 
LEFT YOU? жш PAN 
аф 
2. җа Ç 


EL MECHANICAL HYPOCRITES ΙΝ ALL PARTS OF 
TOWN, KEEPING SVM WOMEN HAPPY. AND DO YOU 
KNOW WHAT ΓΆ/ DOING? THE РЕДА 1? THE REAL 
LEONARD HILL. ΤΝ HOME IN BED EARLY FOR 
THE F/RST TIME IN THIRTY YEARS 

READING AND DRINKING HOT 

MILK AND TURNING OUT THE 

LIGHTS AT ЛЕМ O'CLOCK I 





ТУЕ GOT ТО JELL YOU, MARTHA. 

YOU CUT SEVERAL V/TAL ELEMENTS) 

WITH YOUR BULLETS. І CAN'T GET 

UP. THE DOCTORS, ІР THEY САМЕ, 

WOULD F/ND ME OUT ANYWAY, 
I'M МОТ 7/47 PERFECT! 


OH, MARTHA, I DIDN'T WANT TO 
HURT YOU. BELIEVE ME. I 
WANTED ONLY YOUR HAPPINESS. 
I SPENT F/FTEEN THOUSAND 
DOLLARS FOR THIS REPLICA, 
PERFECT IN EVERY DETAIL. JJ 


THERE ARE VARIABLES. THE 
SALIVA FOR ONE. A REGRETTABLE 
ERROR. IT SET YOU ДЕХ; BUT YOU 
MUST KNOW THAT τ LOVED YOU... 











SHE WOULD FALL AT ANY MOMENT, WRITHING INTO INSANITY, SHE 


THOUGHT. ΗΕ 4/40 TO ΒΕ STOPPED FROM TALKING... 


1 CAN $7/// LOVE 
Бух YOU, MARTHA. 





AND WHEN I SAW HOW THE OTHERS ἵ ALL THIS YEAR, THIS 


LOVED ME, I HAD TO PROVIDE REP- 
LICAS FOR JHEM, POOR DEARS. 
THEY LOVE ME SQ YOU WON'T 
TELL THEM, W/LL YOU, MARTHA? 
PROMISE? I'M AVERY TIRED 
OLD MAN, AND L WANT MY PEACE, 

A BOOK, SOME MILK AND A LOT 

OF SLEEP... 


ALON! 


SHE SMASHED AT HIS HEAD AND BEAT AT HIS CHEST 
AND HIS THRASHING ARMS AND WILD LEGS. SHE BEAT 
AT THE SOFT HEAD UNTIL STEEL SHONE THROUGH, AND 
SUDDEN EXPLOSIONS OF WIRE AND BRASS COGGERY 
SHOWERED ABOUT THE ROOM WITH METAL TINKLES.THE 
MOUTH SAID.- 


IN THE KITCHEN, SHE FOUND SEVERAL CARTONS. SHE 
LOADED THE COGS AND WIRES AND METAL INTO THESE 
AND SEALED THE TOPS. TEN MINUTES LATER THE MES- 
SENGER BOY _ARRIVEI 





DELIVER THESE PACKAGES TO MA. LEONARD | A SUR- 
PACKAGE 

7 FROM 
MARTHA. 

| YES ma'am” 


WHOLE YEAR, ТУЕ BEEN 
ALONE EVERY 

NIGHTS TALKING TO A 

MECHANICAL HORROR I 
IN LOVE WITH NOTHING- 
NESS. ALONE ALL THE 
TIME WHEN I COULD HAVE 
BEEN OUT WITH SOMEONE 


SHE STRUCK THE MOUTH WITH THE HAMMER AND THE 

TONGUE FELL OUT. THE GLASS EYES ROLLED ON THE 

CARPET. SHE POUNDED AT THE THING UNTIL IT WAS 

STREWN LIKE THE REMAINS OF A CHILD'S ELECTRIC TRAIN 
— 





AFTER THE DOOR CLOSED, SHE SAT ON THE COUCH WITH 
ΤΗΕ GUN IN HER HAND, TURNING IT OVER АМО OVER,LISTEI 
ING. THE LAST THING SHE HEARD IN HER LIFE WAS THE 
SOUND OF THE PACKAGES BEING CARRIED DOWN THE 
HALL, THE METAL JINGLING SOFTLY, COG AGAINST COG, 
WIRE_AGAINST WIRE, FADING... 














ТНЕ SHIP CAME DOWN FROM THE SPACE- VACUUM BELCHING 
FLAME AND SMOKE АМО KICKING UP GREAT CLOUDS OF DUST 
THAT SWIRLED GOLDEN IN THE PLANET'S WARM SUN- 
LIGHT. WITHIN THE SPOTLESS HULL, THE REFORMERS 
CROWDED TO THEIR SHIP'S PORT AND PEERED OUT. ..THROUGH 
THE SETTLING ROCKET EXHAUST... OUT OVER GREEN FOR- 
ESTS AND GOLDEN FIELDS CUT THROUGH BY SILVER RIVER- 
RIBBONS. THE REFORMERS STOOD AT THEIR SHIP'S PORT 
WITHTIGHT GRIM LIPS AND COLD EYES AND LINES OF 
SOBER DISAPPROVAL ETCHED IN THEIR HUMORLESS FACES. 
THEY LOOKED AT EACH OTHER AND OUT ACROSS THE 
PLANET'S TERRAIN AND THEY SHOOK THEIR HEADS... 
JUST LIKE THE O7HER 
PLANETS WE'VE BEEN TO. 
JUST LIKE ΤΗΕ LAST ΟΝΕ 
AND THE ONE BEFORE 
THAT... THE ONE CALLED 








JUST AS SELF-/NDULGING. 
WELL. REPORT /N THAT 
WE'VE LANDED, GIVE THE 
PLANET'S POSITION, AND 


AND PROBABLY JUST 45 EVIL... 


А SWITCH CLICKED ON. SOMEWHERE, WITHIN ΤΗΕ 
CONTROL PANELS, TUBES HEATED AND TRANS- 


FORMERS HUMMED. THE PHONO-VISOR SCREEN 
LIT UP AND FOCUSED AND A FACE APPEARED... 


THIS 15 HEAD- 


APPROACHES IN, 
|А VEHICLE. 


THIS 15 7ЕДА/ 7 REPORT- 
/МӨ. HAVE LANDED AND WILL 
PROCEED WITH /S/4¿ PRO- 
GRAM. LOCATION OF LATEST 
OBJECTIVE: MAP 5392, 3RD 
QUADRANT, AZIMUTH |2% WILL 
REPORT ON PROGRESS LATER. 
SIGNING OFF... . 7. 


ΤΗΕ РНОМО-УІ508 SCREEN DIMMED, THE TUBES 
COOLED. THE REFORMERS CLIMBED FROM THEIR 
SHIP. OFF IN THE DISTANCE, A STRANG E-LOOKING 
VEHICLE APPEARED ON THE HORIZON, SWEEPING 
TOWARD ТНЕМ... 


V YES. THERE 
WILL BE 


N MUCH WORK 


下 HE BEETLE-SHAPED VEHICLE YOU WILL Ε/ΛΟ `YTHAT REMAINS `Y THE //£AD- МАМ. 
Ὅρος А STOP BEFORE ΤΗΕ NOTHING HERE NTO BE SEEN. LEADER? } DON'T YOU HAVE A 
SITORS.., 
WE HAVE COME TO 
EXAMINE YOUR, 
GIVILIZATION... 
?/ TO HELP YOU REOR- 
GANIZE IT AND 
REFORM \T...TO 
ELIMINATE ITS EV/LS. 
WE ARE TEAM 7 ОЕ. 


OH, VES. OF COURSE. BUT HE WT VERY WELL,PETER. ) [соме ALONG THEN, I WiLL SHOW Y соор! WILL OUR 
DOES NOT RECEIVE VISITORS. TAKE US ON A YOU THAT YOU ARE NOT NEEDED S SHIP... ER... ΒΕ 
I АМ OFFICIAL WELCOMER TOUR OF YOUR HERE. ORDINARILY VISITORS ARE ) SAFE HERE? 
HERE. MY NAME IS PETER. SOCIETY SO THAT BARRED, BUT IN THIS CASE Å SAFE FROM 
WE MAY ASCERTAIN) | I WILL ALLOW YOU А BRIEF VANDALS? 
THE WORK ТО ВЕ 


7 THEIR HOST LAUGHED. 
NO VANDALS НЕВЕ. EVER THERE IS q 
THERE IS ΝΟ CR/ME AN UNEQUAL POSSIBLY. вот HERE THEN EVERYONE 15 )Š 


sr | | "E PAVE EQUAL osmi- FORCED TO WORK 
OF BASIC NEEDS; 


BUTION OF BASIC NEEDS. Д HERE? THERE IS 








А GLEAMING CITY ROSE LIKE SILVER FINGERS POINT- 
ING SKYWARD. THE BEETLE-CAR SPED TOWARD ΙΤ. 


ΝΟ ONE IS FORCED TO WORK, MY WW NO WORKI 


FRIEND. THERE /3 NO WORK. ONLY $ ONLY Z E/SURE/ 


LEISURE. THERE /S NO 


THEN YOU ARE 
DISCONTENT. 


AN /MMORAL 
SOCIETY, SELF- 
INDULGENT AND 


SELF- SATISFYING... 


THE VEHICLE ENTERED ΤΗΕ CITY, SLOWING DOWN... 
ON THE CONTRARY, WE ARE A 
VERY MORAL SOCIETY. WE 
ARE NOT SELF-INDULGENT 
WE BELIEVE IN ENJOYING 
OURSELVES WITHIN THE 
BOUNDS OF MORAL 
BEHAVIOR. 


SUCH A SOCIETY IS 
IMPOSSIBLE. 
THERE! WHAT 
15 7#4T I SEE? 
A SIDEWALK 
CAFE?... 
































THE VISITORS DISEMBARKED FROM 
THE BEETLE-CAR... 


ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES P, 


LOOK AT YOUR 
SCANTILY CLAD 


PERHAPS IN | WOMEN! DISGRACE- 


THE OTHER 


PLACES YOU À YOU ARE WOT 


IMMORAL... 





"HAH A CIVILIZATION 
OF FACE-FEEDING 
DRUNKARDS. THERE 
YOU АВЕ. ALCOHOL 
BREEDS £ V/¿/ AND 
YOU SAY YOU NEED 
NO REFORMS... 


[YOU ARE WRONG! SCANT 
CLOTHING DOES NOT MEAN 
WE ARE /MMORAL OR PRO- 
MISCUOUS? NOT IN THE 
LEAST. IF ONE /S EVIL, 
ONE SEES EVIL, EVEN IN 
BEAUTY / OUR MORAL 
BEHAVIOR /3 
UNIMPEACHABLE. 


IF WE DRANK TO 

EXCESS, PERHAPS 
THERE WOULD BE 
A NEED OF REFORM. ARE 


ВАН? THERE 
MUST BE 
THOSE WHO 


CHRONIC 


“ү DRESSING LIKE 7747 
1S PLACING TEMPTN- 
Τ/ΟΝ WHERE IT CAN 


EASILY BE REACHED. 
THAT IS NOT BEAUTY, 





TEMPTATION 15 THEN WHAT Ñ 
ONLY FOR ΤΗΕ < ро You DO 
ΤΕΜΡΤΑΒΙΕ,ΜΥ | FOR RELAX- 
FRIEND. WHERE ATION.. 


AND BEAUTY, 
THERE 15 WO 
TEMPTATION. 


THAT'S RIGHT! І SAID OUR 

LITERATURE DEALS WITH 

OUR SOCIETY... PRESENT AND 

PAST! ALTHOUGH WE HAVE 

NO CRIME HERE, WE CAN 

STILL ENJOY READING 
ABOUT IT! 


OF COURSE. NTAKE US BACI 
THERE IS το OUR SHIPS, 
NO REASON À 








YOU HAVE LITERATURE IT 1S А MURDER 
LITERATURE? 


WE HAVE MUSIC... у HOW CAN WHAT /$ ALL THIS BOOK! 


SAID THERE 
WAS NO CRIME 








BUT BOOKS LIKE 
THESE CAN GAUSE, 
CRIME TO STAAT ' 
AGAIN. THEY 
CAN BE 
HARMFUL. 








IF THERE IS NO DES/RE 
OR REASONS FOR GRIME, 
READING ABOUT IT WILL, 


ALL, ONE CANNOT LEARN 
WHAT 15 @/GHT WITHOUT 
ALSO LEARNING WHAT / 


15 ##0#6/ 


> ч S 
THEIR HOST LED THE REFORMERS OUTOF THE 
LIBRARY INTO THE BEETLE-CAR, AND IT HUMMED 
OUT OF THE GLEAMING CITY, OUT ACROSS THE FIELDS 
TO THEIR SHIP... 

NOW THAT YOU ARE PERHAPS. Y THANK YOU 


CONVINCED THAT YOU FOR THE 
HAVE МО WORK HERE, TOUR. 








ΤΗΕ REFORMERS CLIMBED INTO THEIR SHIP AS ΤΗΕ 
BEETLE-CAR SPED ОЕР. THEY SAT DOWN IN THEIR 
SHOCK-COUCHES AND THEY LOOKED AT EACH OTHER 
IN DISBELIEF. 


HOW CAN IT BE ZAVE? | HOW CAN THEY 
HOW CAN THEY DRINK / HAVE CRIME 
AND Λ/Ο7 BE LITERATURE 

DRUNKARDS? AND МОТ HAVE 
à CRIME? 


HOW CAN 


00 NOT 
PRODUCE 
EVILS? 


WE PREACH 

ZS Tuen Fon THE 
VILS THAT 

5 Д SOCIETY'S /L LS. 


BUT HERE, THE 
GONE, WE'VE FOUND \SOCIETY 15 PER- 
THESE THINGS. WE J FEGT. THERE 
COULD PREACH ARE NO ILLS. 
AGAINST THEM WE CANNOT MAKE 
BECAUSE WE 

COULD BLAME 


WHAT CAN 
WE REPORT 
BACK? НОЮ! 
CAN WE 
REFORM 
WHEN THERE 
18 NOTHING 





PERHAPS WEAD- 
QUARTERS WLL 
TELL US WHAT 
TODO’ THIS IS 
А NEW EXPERI- 
ЕМСЕ FOR υ5. & 


WAIT! τ 
KNOW WHAT 


ЖА έ р, 


ë 
2 


Sw 


у 


THESE BOOKS АМО STORIES АМО WE PREACHED 
MAGAZINES, CLAIMING THEY CAUSED N FoR HE OUT- 


THE CRIME, CLAIMING THEIR ΑΘΟἑ/544-} LAWING OF 
MENT WOULD END CRIME. - ALCOHOL... 


CLAIMING IT 
WOULD EWD 
DRUNKENNESS. 


UP το NOW, WE HAVE «| 
VISITED MANY CIVILI- 
ZATIONS THROUGHOUT с 


WE FOUND, IN EACH SOCIETY THAT 
WE VISITED, A GREAT MANY EVILS: 
CRIME, GAMBLING, DRUNKEN- 
MESS, SEXUAL PROMISCUITY. 
AND IN EACH SOCIETY WE ALSO 
FOUND CERTAIN /NDULGENCES 
THAT WE COULD BLAME FOR 
THESE END- PRODUCTS... 





< 
ARE NO EVIL END- 
RESULTS To THESE 
VERY SAME SELF- < 
А INDULGENCES. How 


ANSWER TO SEXUAL 
LAXITIES. EVERYWHERE, Y 
WE FOUND SCAPEGOATS 
TO BLAME FOR THE 
SOCIETYS EVILS. 











SIMPLE’ BY 
PRODUCING THESE 


PRODUCING)EXACTLY 7 \Е THERE /5 ҮЕЅ.ҮЕЅ. 
THEM? YOU Š VO CRIME, WE'LL CREATE ІР THEY 


OF COURSE. 
OF COURSE! 


r IF THEY 


A FEW ROBBERIES, AND 


YOU'LL SEE HOW QUICKLY, 
THEY LOOK FOR A 


THE EVILS... 
AND ZHEN PREACH 


SCAPEGOAT” LPNA 


THE REFORMERS GRINNED EVIL GRINS AND SLAPPED 
EACH OTHER ON THEIR BACKS AND DANCED ABOUT THE 
SHIP, EAGER AND HAPPY WITH THEIR PLAN- 
„AND ZHEN Y 
TELL THEM OUR 
SOLUTION! 
< 





TELL HEADQUARTERS 
ΤΗΕ 5/7047/0М ΑΕΛ, 


ON ΤΗΕ ΡΗΟΝΟ-νΙ5ΟΗ SCREEN, ΤΗΕ CLERKS FACE 
PALED... 





OH... TEAM 77 WE'VE BEEN 
TRYING TO GET IN TOUCH 
WITH YOU! STAND BYS 


A SWITCH CLICKED ON. WITHIN THE CONTROL PANELS, 
TUBES HEATED AND TRANSFORMERS HUMMED AND THE 
PHONO- VISOR SCREEN LIT ИР. А FACE APPEARED... 


NOW, HERE 5 
WHAT WE'VE 





THERE'S WO USE TRYING TO ADVOCATE 
REFORMS WHERE YOU ARE WOW, YOU 
FOOLS! THAT PLACE JUST 64Λ/’7. 
ΔΕ TORMENTED! I'VE CHECKED 
YOUR LOCATION! THAT'S. 














50 GIRLS 50 























т HAVE ΤΟ / Д//@// EVEN THOUGH MY FINGERS ARE GROW- | І CLIMBED FROM MY CHAMBER, LISTENING TO THE 

ING NUWB AND I LIE PARALYZED IN MY DEEP- FREEZE SUS- SILENCE OF THE SHIP. I MOVED DOWN THE AISLE 
PENDED ANIMATION CHAMBER, FEELING THE INCREASING COLD- BETWEEN THE STACKED D-F UNITS AND PEERED 

NESS CREEPING OVER MY BODY AND KNOWING THAT ГАА INTO EACH, SMILING AT THE SCULPTURED STATUE- 

GOING TO DIE, 1 HAVE TO LAUGH, IWAS FOOLED. I KNOW] LIKE FACES OF THE WOMEN, АМО SNEERING AT THE 

THAT NOW. AND YET, WHEN MY BODY GROWS RIGID IN THE CLEAN-SHAVEN WHITE FACES OF ΤΗΕ MEN... UNTIL 

SUB-ZERO TEMPERATURE AND MY FLESH BECOMES BRITTLE І САМЕ TO ΜΕΝΟΥ... 

AND THE LIFE LEAVES МҮ BODY, THERE WILL ВЕ ASM/LE FROZEN | PWENDY. BEAUTIFUL, DESIRABLE WENDY. 

ON MY FACE. ONE YEAR AGO,I LAY LIKE THIS IN THIS VERY THANK YOU, DARLINGÍ THANK YOU FOR 

CHAMBER. ONLY THINGS WERE D/FFERENT THEN. THE GIVING ME THE /DEA FOR ALL OF THIS. 

COLD WAS ФЕСЕР/М THEN. THE GROWING DARKNESS WAS I'LL BE BACK ТО 7/47 YOU IN A >= 

VANISHING AND A WARMTH AND LIGHT WAS COMING OVER ME. 

FOR I WAS JHAW/NG. I WAS COMING ΤΟ. І REMEMBER 

HOW I OPENED MY EYES AND SAT UP, PUSHING THE TRANS- 

PARENT LID OPEN AND LOOKING AROUND AT THE TIERS 


OF OTHER D-F S.A. CHAMBERS WITH THEIR PALE-BLUE- 
FLESHED CONTENTS... 


WE..WE'RE ЛУО YEARS OUT OF EARTH. PERFECT. 
PERFECT. JUST THE WAY I PLANNED IT. 














THIS WAS WHAT І WANTED. THIS WAS THE BEGIN- 
NING OF MY PLAN. WENDY HADN'T ACTUALLY SUG- 
GESTED IT. BUT SHE'D GIVEN ME THE IDEA. I PUT 
THE FIRST PHASE OF MY SCHEME INTO OPERATION 
AND RETURNED TO HER CHAMBER. I REACHED FOR 
THE TEMPERATURE CONTROL RELAY...THE SWITCH 
THAT WOULD SEND LIFE AND WARMTH INTO HER 
RIGID BODY. BUT THEN I HESITATED... 


NO, DARLING? NOT YETI NOT YOU... FIRST! 
SOMEONE ELSE. AN APPETIZER TO THE 
MAIN COURSE. А TEMPTER... 














WHILE I WAITED FOR LAURA'S THAW- 
ING TO BE COMPLETED, L THOUGHT OF 
HOW ALL THIS HAD COME ABOUT. MY 
VOLUNTEERING FOR THIS TRIP. I 
REMEMBER HOW WE ASSEMBLED, I 
AND THE FORTY-NINE OTHER MEN 
AND THE FIFTY WOMEN, AND LISTENED 
TO OUR FIRST BRIEFING... 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, YOU HAVE 
BEEN CAREFULLY SCREENED AND 
PICKED FROM OVER TWENTY- 
THOUSAND VOLUNTEERS FOR 
THE F/RST JOURNEY TO А 





1 SHOVED THE RELAY FORWARD TO 
`THAW*, THE REFRIGERATION UNIT 
KICKED OFF AND ANOTHER MOTOR 
CLICKED ON. І HURRIED BACK TO 
THE CONTROL ROOM AND SAT DOWN. 
IT WOULD TAKE A WHILE FOR 
LAURA TO COME TO... 
FIFTY WOMEN. LET'S SEE, I'M 
TWENTY-S/X NOW. SAY I LIVE 
то BE SEVENTY-SIX. THAT 
WOULD BE OWE WOMAN EACH 
YEAR. HARDLY ENOUGH TIME TO 
TIRE OF HER. HEH,HEH. WHAT 
A LIFE T'LL LEAD. WHAT 


I STEPPED TO THE NEXT TIER OF 
D-F UNITS AND SURVEYED THE FACES.. 
THE FROZEN MASKS OF BEAUTY 
WITHIN. I FELT WILD AND ELATED 
AND MY BLOOD POUNDED THROUGH 
MY BODY. F/ETY WOMEN. AND 1 
COULD HAVE MY PICK... 
LAURA MASTERS . SHE'S.. 
LOVELY. ἑΟΨΕΙΥ.΄ ALL RIGHT, 
LAURA. YOU WILL BE MY 
FIRST CONQUEST... ΜΥ 
ST.. 





























1 REMEMBER HOW WE GASPED WHEN THE GENERAL 
TOLD US.. 








AFTER CAREFUL EXPERIMENTATION, WE HAVE DISCOVERED 
A METHOD OF QUICK-FREEZING THE HUMAN BODY AND 
KEEPING ITIN A STATE OF SUSPENDED ANIMATION 
INDEFINITELY. THUS,IN THIS HUNDRED- YEAR - JOURNEY, 
NO ONE WILL АбЕ.„мот OWE DAY..FROM THE MOMENT 


THAT SEEMS MOST LIKELY TO CONTAIN AN 
INHABITABLE PLANET, WILL TAKE EXACTLY 


THE SHIP LEAVES EARTH UNTIL IT REACHES YOUR 





DESTINATION AND YOU 
ARE AUTOMATICALLY 








А SOUND BEHIND ME STARTLED ME FROM MY REVERIE. 
LAURA STAGGERED INTO THE CONTROL ROOM. SHE 
STARED AT THE CALENDAR-CLOCK, I ACTED SHOCKED 


AT SEEING HER... 

OH, LORD AT LAST? sowE- Y ΝΗΑΤ HAPPENED 

ONE то JALK τοί І THOUGHT {WE'RE ONLY TWO 

I'D GO OUT ΟΕ MY MIND q” YEARS OUT! WE WERE 

K FROM LONELINESS. SUPPOSED TO BE FROZEN 
FOR д HUNDRED YEARS! 




















І DREW HER TO ME, FEELING HER WOMANLY WARMTH, 
AND AMAZED AT MY ACTING ABILITY... 

I'VE BEEN THAWED FOR S/X MONTHS, 
GOING CRAZY ALL ΒΥ MYSELF. MY m 


RELAY FAILED. THAT'S WHAT 
HAPPENED ТО YOURS 700. 





WE'LL HAVE 
TO LIVE OUT 
OUR LIVES oN 
THE SHIP... D/E OUT 
HERE IN SPACE... 





ΤΗΕ GENERAL HAD MADE IT VERY LAURA TREMBLED IN MY АВМ. How MANY TIMES D0ES A MAN 


CLEAR AT THE BRIEFING... МҮ FINGERS TINGLED, LONGING TO |DREAM OF BEING MAROONED ON A 
THIS QUICK- FREEZE CARESS HER. BUT THAT WOULD DESERT ISLAND WITH A BEAUTIFUL 
TER ONLY BE DONE COME. THIS WAS WHAT I WANTED 


WOMAN? NOW, FOR ME,THE DREAM 
ONCE. THE HUMAN BODY can | THE CHASE. THE CAPTURE. AND HAD COME TRUE, MAROONED ON A 
STAND ДЕДИ AND | THEN, ΤΗΕ DELIGHTFUL ENJOYMENT >|ROCKET-SHIP-ISLAND...IN SPACE... 
ΟΝΕ THAW. IF, FOR SOME UNFOR- | ΟΕ SURRENDER... 

SEEN REASON,ONE OF THE D-F || SID... I'M FRIGHTENED . 

UNITS F4/LED, AND ΟΝΕ OF YOU HOLD ME TIGHTER. 

CAME TO, THERE WOULD BE WO >> ΠΜ LAURA. WE CAN 

GOING BACK! YOU WOULD LI 


νε] 6 ШАБИ see IT THRoucH 
YOUR LIFE OUT ΟΝ ΤΗΕ 5ΗΙΡ. TOGETHER! 






























































INSTEAD OF THE ROAR OF BREAKERS ON A SILVERY 


BEACH, THERE WAS THE HUM OF NINETY-EIGHT D-F FLOTSAM- STREWN. THE BEAUTIFUL WOMAN TURNED UGLY. 

UNITS, INSTEAD OF SWAYING PALMS, THERE WERE THE TINGLING LEFT ME. I WAS Z/ẸED OF LAURA. IT 

NINETY-EIGHT FROZEN BODIES, TIERED ONE OVER THE WAS T/ME... 

OTHER DOWN THE AISLE. BUT WE WERE ALONE ON OUR SID. WHAT /S IT? Y гм 7HROUGH wITH You, 

ROCKET- SHIP-ISLAND. ALONE AND UNINHIBITEL WHAT'S THE PARA- | LAURA. IT'S BEEN ALMOST A 

LYZER FOR? YEAR'AND IM S/CK AND 
TIRED OF γου. І WANT 
SOMEONE ELSE. 


BUT SOON, THE SILVERY BEACH TURNED GREY AND 



















І REMEMBER HOW SHE LOOKED AT ME, AND THE REAL- | GHE CURSED МЕ AS THE PARALYZER BLAST MADE HER 

IZATION САМЕ TO HER.., BODY GROW RIGID. I CARRIED HER BACK TO HER D-F 
YOU... YOU THAWED МЕ! Y THAT'S RIGHT, LAURA, UNIT AND SET THE RELAY BACK. SHE WOULD NEVER 

YOU DID IT ON PURPOSE. | AND AFTER YOU'RE BACK \ МАКЕ UP. THE REFREEZING WOULD KILL HER 

YOU WANTED COMPANY. | IN YOUR FREEZE-CHAMBER.. "SW ANAS, LAURA! THANKS 

YOU WANTED ... OH, GOD.. DEAD ...I'LL THAW ONE б, f $> FOR THE APPETIZER. 

AND NOW YOU'RE BORED... OF THE OTHERS! b 

























工 DuMPED HER IN AND SHUT THE LID... 














1 WAITED UNTIL THE COLOR DRAINED FROM HER FACE 
AND THE BLUENESS STIFFENED HER AND SHE LOOKED 
LIKE A FINELY CHISLED PIECE OF SCULPTURE, ONE 
COULD NOT TELL THAT SHE WAS NO LONGER IN THE 
SUSPENDED-ANIMATION STATE, BUT ACTUALLY DEAD, 
THAT IS, IF ONE DIDNT LOOK ТОО CLOSELY AT WHERE 
THE TEARS нар TURNED TO ICE ОМ HER CHEEKS.. 









ре 
STARED ІМ АТ DESIRABLE WENDY...PALE АМО DEATH- 
LIKE, WITH SENSUOUS BLUISH LIPS, WENDY.. 
BLOOD HAD BEEN STOPPED COLD AND NOW LAY AS RIGID 
RED ICE-WIRES ENCASED IN SUB-ZERO HARDENED VEIN 
AND ARTERY AND CAPILLARY WALLS. WENDY... 
WANTED SO MUCH THREE YEARS AGO. WENDY, WHO 

NOTICED MY HUNGRY LOOKS АМО САМЕ ТО ME ONE DAY... 


WHOSE HOT 


WHO I 












T PERFECTI Now...FoR YOU, 


WENDY! THE. 





І REMEMBER THE GENERAL'S WORDS. 
I REMEMBER HOW HE'D PREDICTED 
WENDY'S AND MY MEETING... 


| YOU ARE FIFTY MEN AND FIFTY 
WOMEN. YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN 
CAREFULLY. YOUR MENTALITY. 
YOUR PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES.. 
ALL OF YOUR QUALITIES HAVE 
BEEN CONSIDERED. BUT WHAT IS 
MORE IMPORTAN T...EACH OF YOU 
HAS A PERFECT MATE ΙΝ ONE OF 
THE OPPOSITE SEX GROUP. 


YOU'RE МАМЕ 15 6/0 ISN'T IT? 
I'VE BEEN WATCHING YOU 


MAIN A 
-一 | ков SOME TIME. 





ΤΗΕ GENERAL WENT ON TO EXPLAIN-. 
ABOUT PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS . 
TEMPERAMENT RATIOS... INTELLIGENCE 
LEVELS. I LOOKED AROUND, LAUGH- 
ING TO MYSELF. АМУ ONE OF ТНЕМ.. 
ONCE YOU REACH YOUR DESTINA- 
TION AND BEGIN BUILDING YOUR 
COLONY, You WILL F/ND YOUR 
MATE. IT IS WEVITABLE . 





THE GENERAL HAD BEEN RIGHT! IN FACT, WENDY AND T 
HAD GOTTEN TOGETHER BEFORE THE TAKE OFF... SHE 





WAS GRAZY ABOUT ME.. 


YOU'RE IN CHARGE OF THE D-F UNITS, 
AREN'T YOU,SID? /WSTALLING THEM... 
SETTING THE RELAYS? NO ONE CAN 


TAMPER WITH THEM? 





NO ΟΝΕ. 


IT WAS TRUE. EACH OF US HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO 
SOME PART OF PREPARING THE SHIP FOR THE TRIP. 
MY ASSIGNMENT HAD BEEN THE DEEP-FREEZE SUS- 
PENDED ANIMATION CHAMBERS... 


I'VE BEEN WATCHING 
YOU ТОО, WENDY f 
YOU'RE... VERY 

BEAUTIFUL! 








EXCEPT WES 
WAY? _ 


COULD YOU SET A RELAY TO 
| THAW SOMEONE BEFORE 
THE HUNDRED YEARS ARE UP, 


шз. 50, Danline? 


>= 





I'D HAVE TO REWIRE 
/T... МАКЕ SOME | 
ADJUSTMENTS. ` 


вит IT COULD ВЕ 
DONE!” WHY? 





DARLING. DO YOU REMEMBER 


I LOVE NO! WAIT THERE'S 
WHAT THE GENERAL SAID... ν΄ 


ABOUT F/NDING YOUR 


YOU, 510... 


PLENTY OF TIME 
FOR 7#AT Z LISTEN 
το MY PLAN? 





LIKE TO BE ////@ OF ΤΗΕ IT'S GOING TO BE A 


COLONLY... AND HAVE ME DEMOCRATICALLY 
AS YOUR QUEEN ? л 


TOGETHER, МЕ D/SCONNECT THE 


NONSENSE ! LISTEN ТО ME! FIX 
YOUR RELAY το 7HAW YOU OUT TWO OR 
THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE, 
OTHERS. THEN 
THAW ΜΕ... 





OTHER RELAYS AND KEEP THE 

OTHERS FROZEN TILL WE LANDI 

ΤΗΕΝ,ΟΛΕ BY ONE, WE THAW THEM... 

SO WE CAN CONTROL THEM... MAKE 
THEM OUR SLAVESI 


THINK ΟΕ ΙΤ, DARLING? YOU ANI 
МЕ." RUNNING THE WHOLE 
SHOW! TOGETHER? SAY 
YOU'LL DO 1T... FOR ME.. 











THAT PERFECT MATE BUSINESS was] BUT THERE'D BE WENDY? ανοὴ AND IT WOULD BE SUCHA S/MPLE 
SO MUCH HOKUM. I KNEW THAT ONE AFTER НЕН...ТНЕ OTHERS. LIFE. ID TAP THE FOOD-STORES 
DAY I'D TIRE OF WENDY. AND SO I FIFTY WOMEN. I COULD THAT WE'LL BE CARRYING-THAT ARE 
HAVE THEM 4LL. TIRE OF SUPPOSED TO FEED THE COLONY UNTIL 
ΟΛΕ...ΟΝ TO ANOTHER.. IT CAN GROW IT'S OWN. AND ONE 
BY ONE, UNTIL І GREW OLD AND 
SENILE, 1D TASTE FRESH LOVE... 


HIT UPON MY OWN SCHEME... 


IF 1 SET UP MY RELAY SO I 
WOULD МАКЕ UP, SAY, ZWO YEARS 
OUT, I'D HAVE TO LIVE THE REST 
OF MY LIFE OUT ON THE SHIP... 
































THE COLOR WAS COMING INTO WENDY'S CHEEKS NOW. 
SHE WAS THAWING: SUDDENLY I THOUGHT OF IT. SHE'D 
BE FURIOUS, KNOWING THAT I HADN'T WAITED 

MONTHS BEFORE ARRIVAL- DATE.. 


BUT WHY? WHY MAKE HER ANGRY ? 
. SHE WANTS ТО ВЕ QUEEN OF THE 
* COLONY.” WHY LET HER KNOW 
fi WE'RE ONLY ЛИТЕ YEARS 
OUT? 


I WENT BACK TO THE CONTROL-ROOM AND CHANGED 
ΤΗΕ CALENDAR-CLOCK TO 98 YEARS OUT... 


Pe EN 














MISCALCULATION. THAT 

WE ARRIVE IN TWO YEARS. 

BY ZHEN І OUGHT TO BE 

TIRED OF HER, AND WANT 
TO MOVE ONZ 








I SAT DOWN TO WAIT. IT WOULDN'T BE LONG BEFORE WENDY was STANDING AT THE DOORWAY TO ΤΗΕ 
WENDY WAS IN MY ARMS І GRINNED. CONTROL ROOM. SHE HAD A PARALYZER IN HER HAND... 


SHE THINKS I AGREED WENDY ...BABY!I...I IT'S A PARALYZER, YI 
το HER PLAN. SHE... WHAT'S HAT? BUSTER’ IT'S FOR YOV. 












BUT, ΒΑΘΥ’ OUR PLAN IP HAHI INEVER LOVED YOU, 
YOUR PLAN...TO BE KING Í I'LL BE You FOOL. І VSED 
AND QUEEN OF THE QUEEN YOU...GOT YOU то 7ΗΑΝ 
COLONY. ALL RIGHT, Š ME BEFORE THE OTHERS 
BIG BOY” BUT YOU'RE GOING BACK 
NOT WiTH YOU INTO YOUR CHAMBER! 
AS KING š > 












YOU YOU KNOW WHAT 


т'м GOING TO REFREEZE ни) 
THAT NEANS... 


/ EXACTLY” AND DO YOU KNOW WHAT т'м`\ / WENDY- | S" maps re равала reunite влета И 
GOING ТО DO AFTER YOU'RE DEAD? I'M HAVE STIFFEN ME. 
GOING то 7444’ OUT THE GUY I REALLY N PITY! 9 
LOVE. THE GUY т PLANNED ALL THIS WITH! 





m с οί. 4 
І HAVE то 4664 EVEN THOUGH гм ϱΥ/Μ6, І HAVE ТО LAUGH. І WAS FOOLED, ALL RIGHT. ВОТ І HAVE TO 
LAUGH BECAUSE WENDY'S GOING το FIND OUT THAT SHE'S BEEN FOOLED 700. SHE'S GOING ТО FIND OUT 
THAT SHE'S ONLY ZHREE YEARS OUT... THAT SHE'LL NEVER LIVE ТО BE QUEEN OF THE COLONY" AND THE 
PAY-OFF... WHEN SHE ГИД HER'REAL LOVER '... SHE'S GOING TO WATCH HIM TURN PUTRESCENT.” YOU 
SEE, THE ///7$7 PHASE ΟΕ MY SCHEME WAS ТО X/LL_EVERY MAN ON THE SHIP... ` 


Ано NOW ΤΝ GETTING SLEEPY, IT'S GROWING DARK AND І CAN'T FEEL ANYTHING. JUST @W£ THING BOTHERS МЕ. 


LAURAS ΜΗΥ DID І PICK HER FIRST... OVER WENDY? HMMNMM.... ғ] т 





